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Synopsis

Slavery is illegal throughout the world, yet more than twenty-seven million people are still trapped in
one of history’s oldest social institutions. Kevin Bales’s disturbing story of slavery today reaches
from brick kilns in Pakistan and brothels in Thailand to the offices of multinational corporations. His
investigation of conditions in Mauritania, Brazil, Thailand, Pakistan, and India reveals the tragic
emergence of a "new slavery," one intricately linked to the global economy. The new slaves are not
a long-term investment as was true with older forms of slavery, explains Bales. Instead, they are
cheap, require little care, and are disposable.Three interrelated factors have helped create the new
slavery. The enormous population explosion over the past three decades has flooded the world’s
labor markets with millions of impoverished, desperate people. The revolution of economic
globalization and modernized agriculture has dispossessed poor farmers, making them and their
families ready targets for enslavement. And rapid economic change in developing countries has
bred corruption and violence, destroying social rules that might once have protected the most
vulnerable individuals.Bales’s vivid case studies present actual slaves, slaveholders, and public
officials in well-drawn historical, geographical, and cultural contexts. He observes the complex
economic relationships of modern slavery and is aware that liberation is a bitter victory for a child
prostitute or a bondaged miner if the result is starvation.Bales offers suggestions for combating the
new slavery and provides examples of very positive results from organizations such as Anti-Slavery
International, the Pastoral Land Commission in Brazil, and the Human Rights Commission in
Pakistan. He also calls for researchers to follow the flow of raw materials and products from slave to
marketplace in order to effectively target campaigns of "naming and shaming" corporations linked to
slavery. Disposable People is the first book to point the way to abolishing slavery in today’s global
economy.All of the author’s royalties from this book go to fund anti-slavery projects around the

world.
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Customer Reviews

"Convincing, emotionally wrenching, and freighted with appropriate moral indignation, Kevin Bales’s
startling presentation shows us that while the general public is convinced slavery is a historical
phenomenon of the ancient past . . . it is in actuality a widespread tragedy found worldwide and on a
large scale. This book innovatively and usefully describes the permutations of an ancient tradition
as it exists in this modern day and age."&#151;Richard Pierre Claude, editor of Human Rights
Quarterly"A timely and fascinating book . . . of crucial importance. Few people realize that the
increasing globalization of the economy has led to the use of coerced labor in many parts of the
globe. . . . Bales has traveled widely and has gathered a great amount of shocking and disturbing
information."&#151;David Brion Davis, Director, Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery and
Abolition, Yale University"A well-researched, scholarly and deeply disturbing exposAfA® of
modern-day slavery with well-thought-out strategies for what to do to combat this scourge. None of
us is allowed the luxury of imagined impotence. We can do something about it."&#151;Desmond
Tutu"Ending Slavery takes the critical next step of providing a practical road-map for ending one of
the worst human rights abuses of the modern era. Using a common sense approach, Bales offers a
clear, economic rationale for why slavery is not as profitable or sustainable as fair labor practices. In
addition, this book shows that the solutions for such severe suffering are not simply the purview of
the social sector but are opportunities for transformation among policy makers and business people
around the world. Bales shows how we can all play a role, and he inspires each of us to take

action."&#151;Pam Omidyar, Founder, Humanity United, Co-founder, Omidyar Network

Kevin Bales is the author of The Slave Next Door and Ending Slavery, both from UC Press. He is
also Co-Founder of Free the Slaves, Washington DC, and Professor of Contemporary Slavery at the
Willberforce Institute for the Study of Slavery and Emancipation at the University of Hull. He is the

world’s leading expert on contemporary slavery.



So sad and enlightening and anger inducing. Read it, you'll learn a lot.

Kevin Bales takes the reader on an emotional and heartfelt journey to several places throughout the
world including India, Tailand, and Brazil among others where we met people who are being used
and then disposed of when they have no use anymore because the man can always get another
sex slave from Taiwain or another charcol maker from Brazil because conditions of poverty and a
desperate wanting of a better life for their family will always lure more people into the new slavery. |
like books that can mix statistics with actual human stories because it is one thing to say x is a
problem because xx percent of people live like y. It is quite another to look at a girl like Siri or a

family of charcol workers and Brazil and not say that slavery is still a problem.

Awesome book! Super disheartening but an informative view of what is going on around the world.

There is always a trade off of good & bad and Bales elaborates this very notion with ease.

A must read. Brilliant, gripping, shocking, heart wrenching. Everyone should read this book. | could
write about this all day, how slavery needs to be exposed, how it affects everyone on the planet, but

seriously, just read it. Then, do something to help.

| will use it for a supplemental reading option in a 10th grade English class. Students will have just
read a pair of novels (And Then There Were None and Of Mice and Men). This is a nice addition to
my library prior to assigning them a research paper on who our culture finds "disposable." | don’t
think it would be useful for younger high schoolers or middle school. Works nice for 10th ENGLISH

and is written in sections - not entirely dependent on the previous section. Good stuff.

Thank You

excellent exposee

This book can really get you down about how people can still be treated.
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